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Preface 


On October 3, 2021, farmers from many districts in the Terai region had gathered in Tikunia to 
stage a protest when Ajay Mishra Teni, state minister for Home and a member of the Lok Sabha 
from the Kheri constituency and the UP deputy chief minister (DCM), Keshav Prasad Maurya, 
were due to attend an event in an djoining village. As part of the ongoing farm protest in the 
country, the farm Unions had given a call to show black flags to the ruling party ministers 
everywhere and the farmers in this area were doing just that. In addition, just a few days earlier, 
after Ajay Mishra Teni was shown black flags by protesting farmers at another event in the 
district’s Palia town, he had given a threatening speech telling farmers: “Sudhar jao, nahi toh hum 
aapko sudhaar denge, do minute lagega keval” (You better mend your ways, or we will teach you 
a lesson, it will only take a couple of minutes). On learning about the October 3 visit of the state 
minister and the DCM, farmers had taken a decision to protest and show black flags to them. 
Farmers began mobilising in large numbers and the leadership decided the action for October 3 
which was to peacefully occupy the helipad which was prepared for the helicopter of the DCM to 
land in Tikunia and not allow him to land. The farmers mobilisation and planned action was well 
publicised and preparations began a few days in advance. On October 3, towards the end of the 
protest when the farmers concluded their rally and began returning from the site, three speeding 
SUVs associated with the family of Ajay Mishra Teni, appeared on the narrow road on which the 
farmers were walking and the vehicles ran over the farmers. Four farmers and a journalist died in 
this attack, and several others were seriously injured. In addition, three workers of the BJP, also 
died. Protesters present at the scene accused Teni’s son, Ashish Mishra aka Monu, of leading the 
violence, alleging that Ashish and his men purposely ran their SUVs over the farmers. Teni and 
Ashish denied the charges and in several interviews to the TV channels that same night said that 
they were not present at the site of the incident. Ajay Mishra accused the farmer protesters of 
lynching the BJP workers and one driver of the SUV. He claimed that protesters had pelted stones 
at the cavalcade, causing the cars to run out of control which led to the accident. 


In order to investigate this incident and to examine the factors that led to this massacre, an 11- 
member fact finding team visited the area from October 27 to 29. The team visited the site of 
massacre and held meetings with local people, the families of the farmers, lawyers, eyewitnesses 
including those who had recorded their statements under 164 of the CrPC and accessed the reports 
and videos available in the public domain. This report outlines the background, the timeline of the 
incident, and what followed after the massacre. The fact finding conclusions are presented in the 
final section. 


Kheri Region — a brief introduction 


Kheri, a border district in Awadh region, is administratively divided into 6 tehsils — Nighasan, 
Gola Gokarn Nath, Mohammdi, Lakhimpur, Dhauarehara and Palia. Ajay Mishra became the 
Member of Parliament from this constituency for the second consecutive time in 2019. The socio- 
economic and human development indicators of this predominantly rural area, including Ajay 


Mishra’s own tehsil and village, are abysmal. 
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(In picture: A map of the Kheri district in Uttar Pradesh) 


The urban population in Kheri district is 11.5%. The total rural population of approximately 35 
lakhs is spread over 15 Community Development blocks (CD blocks). There are 995 Gram 
Panchayats and 1794 Revenue villages with 1706 inhabited villages and 88 uninhabited villages 
in the district. The most populous CD Block is Nighasan with a population of approximately 3 
lakhs. The sex-ratio in the district at 894 is lower than the state sex-ratio (912). 


The biggest sector of engagement for the labour force in Kheri district is crop and animal 
production (81.8%)! and it lags behind in the field of industry. Sugar and the byproducts of the 
sugar industry, such as molasses, alcohol and other contents are produced in large scale units 
located at Palia Kalan, Sampoorna Nagar, Gola, Khamparia, Belraya and Ajwapur. However sugar 
production is a seasonal industry and the mills operate only between the months of November to 
March and do not provide employment opportunities throughout the year. 


In Kheri district, 40% population is illiterate. With only 60% literate population which is below 
the state average of 67.7%, Kheri ranks 61 out of 75 districts in literacy in the state. The rural 
urban divide is also quite sharp with urban literacy at 71% and rural below 60%. Female literacy 
is even lower and the gap in male/female literacy rate is nearly 20%. The literacy among Scheduled 
Castes and Scheduled Tribes is fairly low. 275 villages in the districts do not have any primary 
school in their villages. In 150 villages, children have to travel a distance of 5 kilometres or more 
to attend middle school. Students from 894 villages in the district have to travel a distance of more 
than 10 kilometres to attend Degree College. 


There are 1699 villages (out of 1794 villages in the district) which have no Hospitals (allopathic 
or traditional) and 1638 villages are deprived of public health centre (PHC) facilities. People of 
688 villages have to travel a distance of more than 10 kilometres to reach a hospital for 431 villages 
the closest PHC is more than 10 kilometres away. 


The literacy rate in Nighasan, the tehsil town where Ajay Mishra won the MLA election in 2012, 
is apaltry 49.89% (female — 39.44%, male — 59.25%) and stand amongst the worst three CD blocks 
in the district. 


' Periodic Labour Force Survey 2019-20 


(In picture: A map of the Nighasan tehsil) 


Ajay Mishra’s village Banvirpur falls in Nighasan tehsil. According to Census 2011, the 
population of Banvirpur is 5578.” The female population is 47.1%. Village literacy rate is 46.1%.? 
The female literacy rate is 16.8% as against the national female literacy rate of 64.63% and the 
state female literacy rate of 57.2%. There are 2 middle and secondary schools and 1| senior 
secondary school in the village but do not seem to be providing quality education. In addition, 
there are some educational institutions managed by Sikhs like the Guru Nanak Dev Sikh Academy. 
The nearest degree college, engineering college, medical college and industrial training institute 
are all more than 10 kilometres from the village. There is one public health centre which is situated 
more than 5 kms away from the village but no hospital. 75.23% of all workers are engaged in 
agriculture related work. The workforce in the Nighasan tehsil and Kheri district also follow the 
same pattern and is overwhelmingly employed as agricultural labour. 


Sikh Farmers in Lakhimpur 


According to the 2011 Census, Uttar Pradesh has a population of approximately 6,43,500 Sikhs.* 
Out of them, 94,388 are in Kheri district. They constitute 2.63 per cent of the Kheri’s population 
and are spread all over the district. They are not in majority in any of the towns and but form an 
important part in region’s political economy. 


The terai region consisting of the Bareilly, Pilibhit, Bahraich and Lakhimpur Kheri districts of 
Uttar Pradesh and Udham Singh Nagar and Nainital districts of Uttarakhand was a vast tract of 
jungle before the Government of India started encouraging people in the post-Partition years to 
come from outside the region and make the land cultivable. Land was allotted by the government 
to three categories of people — Sikh refugees from West Pakistan in lieu of the land they had left 
behind, veterans from the Kumaon region and freedom fighters of eastern Uttar Pradesh in the 
1940s. Subsequently more farmers from Punjab came here as the land in terai region was cheaper 
than in Punjab.’ Other than the people who were allotted land, landless lower caste Raisikhs and 
Mazhabi Sikhs also came to terai to work as labourers in the fields. The land was taken from forest 
dwellers that were from the Buxha and Tharu tribes and it was cleared for cultivation by the 
farmers who had the knowledge and means to practice modern agriculture. The transfer of land 
from local tribal and non tribal communities, which was not formalized, happened at very low 


? All literacy and infrastructure data is from 2011 Census report 

3 Onefivenine.com document 

. https://www.census201 1.co.in/data/religion/4-sikhism.html 

s https://censusindia.gov.in/2011census/dchb/0922_ PART_B_DCHB_KHERLI pdf 

? https://www.census2011.co.in/data/religion/district/524-kheri. html 

2 https://www.firstpost.com/india/why-lakhimpur-kheri-largest-of-ups-75-districts-has-so-many-sikh-farmers- 
10031841 .html 


price.® Between 1951 and 1961, the Sikh population in Uttar Pradesh rose from 1,97,612 to 
2 Ba137. 


Land Relations 


Terai region has a long history of peasant struggles. It is not a very well recorded history but a few 
significant reports point to rights over land being the central issue in the struggles of the landless. 
The earliest struggles were in the 1960s, led mostly by the refugees who were brought by the 
government to the Terai to make the land cultivable but who never received the promised piece of 
land. In the 1970s, organised struggles were led for the redistribution of land which was above 
the ceiling limit. These were often met with severe repression unleashed by the local musclemen 
hired by big landlords. In the mid-1980s again a movement grew for rights of the landless over 
lands for which no records of ownership existed. The movement also asked for the implementation 
of land ceiling laws, and the distribution of surplus land to the landless. In 1988, thousands of 
landless people occupied forest land at Kotkharra in the region. They were met with heavy 
repression — arrests, torture and sexual violence - at the hands of the police, forest department and 
the PAC. These struggles are documented in a PUDR report. '° 


Lakhimpur Kheri also has a troubled history when it comes to the land question. In the past, the 
area was covered with forests, and inhabited by the tribal Tharu people. As mentioned in a 
significant article, the Congress government of Uttar Pradesh invited the landless peasants from 
the eastern districts of the province to Lakhimpur to clear the forest land and plough there, 
promising them with acres of the land that they ploughed, for their own possession. As a result, 
the original Tharu inhabitants of the land were driven out from their traditional forest habitations. 
Meanwhile, as for the new migrants from eastern UP, who cleared the forest land and made it 
cultivable, very few among them got the acres promised to them. Some of these new farm lands 


were captured by rich landlords from neighbouring areas through their connection with the ruling 
party, or by force. The migrant peasants were compelled to work as share-croppers or agricultural 
labourers for these landlords. Some other farms were handed over by the UP Congress government 
to industrialists, who invested in sugar cane cultivation. 


The Communal Divide 


In recent years, the ruling classes have been using the divisive communal politics to divide people 
on communal lines over the question of land. As is clear from the state policies over the last seven 
decades, the ruling powers failed to carry out the promised land reforms, and in distributing land 


8 India Today Shekhar Gupta Report https://www.indiatoday.in/magazine/special-report/story/19840229-punjabi- 
farmers-reap-a-bountiful-harvest-in-the-terai-region-802843- 1984-02-29 


*https://www.epw.in/system/files/pdf/1965 17/4/religious_composition_of punjab_s_populationchanges_195161.p 
df 


'0 The People’s Union for Democratic Rights visited the place produced a fact-finding report Gentlemen Farmers of 
Terai which documented the history of land struggles in the region, June 1989. 
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to the tillers and the landless. The land reforms which were meant to empower the tenants in 
reality led to the consolidation the powers of the big landlords and simultaneous dispossession the 
peasants from the land. There is a genuine hunger for land among the landless Dalits, Adivasis 
and other dispossessed. This is being used by the ruling party representatives as an opportunity 
to create a communal wedge between the landless and landowning communities. As we learnt 
during the Fact Finding, Ashish Mishra Monu is aspiring for a ticket for the upcoming UP elections 
and he is building his claim for candidacy by playing on the religious/social and economic divides. 
There are wall writings and banners in the region: “Bahri bhagoa, prantiye lao” (turn out the 
outsider, support the local) to build a sentiment for the socalled ‘outsiders’. The sitting MLA of 
the constituency is a Patel - Shashank Verma - whose father won the election in 2017 but when he 
died in 2018, in the by-election, his son won from the same seat. Monu Mishra is lobbying for 
this ticket on the plank that this family is not local of Nighasan which Monu is. He is openly 
pushing his candidacy as a local and saying that the ‘outsider’ must be ousted in favour of the 
local. 


This divide of local-outsider has another divisive overtone. Sikh farmers who have been tilling 
this land from the 1940s and consider themselves as the sons and daughters of this soil, are being 
termed as ‘outsiders’. It is alleged that Monu has been saying that he is not dependent on pagri 
(turban) votes. And if he comes to power, he would take over Sikh farmers (excess) land and 
distribute it to the landless, “just as Modi ji is distributing food to the hungry”, we were told by 
the local people. Referring to Sikhs, it was alleged by local Sikh people we spoke to, that a 
sentiment is being built that the Sikhs have amassed huge swathes of land rendering the locals 
landless and poor. “They have big cars and they want to dominate”, it is said about them. Clearly, 
the unfulfilled state promise of land to the landless is being re-invented with a fresh promise and 
by igniting an aspiration that land will be delivered to the landless by driving out the outsider 
farmers from the region and taking away their land. There is a clear communal purpose of dividing 
people and generating hatred against the Sikhs. So if the earlier land struggles of the 1960s, 70s 
and the 80s mobilised peasants around land reforms, the present day mobilisation is around 
communal divide and hatred. 


The Sikh farmers who have toiled on this land for years to turn it into fertile cultivable land have 
their own challenges and aspirations. While most of the cultivators are small to medium, they are 
using mechanised farming techniques for farming and producing record amounts of sugarcane, 
rice and wheat. But at the same time, they face the same crisis of mounting debts, rising costs of 
cultivation and falling prices of their outputs. There is a lack of mandis and their crops are not 
procured by the state. The farmers have to sell to private traders at prices far below the MSP. The 
sugarcane farmers are not paid their dues for months and even years. The farm crisis is writ large 
in this region as in other parts of the country. So when farmers in Punjab and Haryana rose up in 
anger against the government proposal to overhaul the way the majority of the country’s farmers 
do business, the farmers of this region also joined the protest movement. Local leadership came 
up, units of Sanyukt Kisan Morcha (SKM) were formed and the influence of farm struggle began 
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to grow in this part of UP. Farmers joined in big numbers and these included all farmers 
irrespective of their religion. This obviously did not go well with the government who has been 
trying to criminalise the protest in different ways, including by slapping false criminal cases on 
the leadership and ordinary farmers who were active in the movement, including the stringent 
Goonda Act which was also invoked against farmers. 


Alongside criminalising the protest, the state officials and the ruling elite have been trying to vilify 
the movement and the farmers calling them separatists, Khalistanis. That Sikhs farmers 
are/supporters of separatist Khalistanis is a discourse which has been invoked regularly to 
criminalise the ongoing famers’ struggle and to incite hatred and violence against the Sikh farmers. 
This region has a dark history of fake encounters of Sikhs during the 1980s to the early 90s. Ina 
well-known gruesome incident in 1991, a luxury bus filled with Sikh pilgrims in the adjoining 
Pilibhit area was stopped by policemen forcing 11 male passengers to get off. Hours later the 
bodies of these 11 were found in the nearby forest. The policemen claimed that they killed 11 
Khalistanis in an encounter. They claimed that the Sikhs in the bus had criminal cases and they 
were armed. The victim families fought a long and punishing court battle and in April 2016, 25 
years after the killing, a trial court held the policemen guilty of a "fake encounter." The CBI 
investigated the case on the orders of the Supreme Court and said that the motive behind the 
killings was to earn awards and recognition for killing "terrorists". Fifty-seven policemen were 
charged in the case and sentenced to life by the special CBI court. This fake encounter followed 
the reports in the (highly communal) local media at that time about extremism among Sikhs and 
the then Chief Minister Kalyan Singh had ordered the police to deal with the terror with an iron 
hand creating a fertile environment of impunity. 


Ajay Mishra and his son are once again stoking falsehood and inciting hatred against farmers. 
Minister Mishra is on record saying that Khalistanis were operating in the name of farmers, and 


that the farmers movement was infiltrated by Babbar Khalsa separatists. He mentioned in his 
statements that several terrorist outfits such as the Babbar Khalsa were out to disrupt the law and 
order since the beginning of the farmers' protests. To date there is no evidence in the public domain 
which links farmers with any separatist outfit. But by raising the ‘scare’ of infiltration by the 
separatist, and the canard of farmers are disguised separatist, Ajay Mishra is creating an 
environment of hatred and criminalising the farm movement in the region. 


Lakhimpur Kheri Massacre Timeline 
September 20: 


- Sitapur Mahapanchayat: Sanyukt Kisan Morcha (SKM) organised a Kisan Mahapanchayat 
at the RMP Inter College, Sitapur district, to strengthen the nationwide farmers’ protest 
seeking the repeal of the farm laws. The rally was well attended by women and men, 
according to some estimates by approximately 25,000 - 30,000 farmers from Sitapur, 


Shahjahanpur, Lucknow, Bareilly, Hardoi, Barabanki, Ballia, Pilibhit, Bahraich, and 
Lakhimpur Kheri. Bharatiya Kisan Union (BKU) leader, Rakesh Tikait, attended and 
spoke at the assembly. This Mahapanchayat was one of the biggest farmers’ gatherings 
the region had ever witnessed. This did not go well with the minister of state. 


September 25: 


- Members of Krantikari Kisan Union (KKU) and Bhartiya Kisan Union (BKU) protested 
and showed the Minister of State, Ajay Mishra Teni black flags in Palia. 


- Teni responded to them by waving at them mockingly and showing an action of ‘thumbs 
down’ through his moving car. 


- Teni delivered a speech at a gathering of Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) kar sevaks referring 
to the protestors earlier in the day. He is heard saying, ‘I just want to say one thing to such 
people: behave yourself or else we will discipline you in 2 minutes. I am not just a Minister. 
Those who know me would also know that I do not run away from challenges. You will 
have to leave Lakhimpur.’ 


- Farmer leader Tejinder Singh Virk released a video responding to Teni’s threat saying ‘We 
are farmers. Wherever you want, at whatever place you want, we will reach there.’ Virk is 
the Uttar Pradesh Coordinator of the Sanyukt Kisan Morcha (SKM), national core 
committee member of All India Kisan Sangharsh Coordination Committee, and national 
president of a farmers’ organisation, Terai Kisan Sangathan. 


- Following this, a call for protest was released by the Samyukt Kisan Morcha (SKM) against 
Ajay Kumar Teni and Deputy Chief Minister of Uttar Pradesh, Keshav Prasad Maurya’s 
visit to Banvirpur village to inaugurate a few government schemes on October 3. It was to 
be a ‘black flag’ protest in Tikunia. 


October 2: 


- In preparation for the visit of the DCM, the Uttar Pradesh police cordons off the Tikunia 
bypass. 
The protest site was located next to the helipad in which DCM Maurya’s helicopter was to 
land for a programme that afternoon. There was, however, an alternate way to reach the 
said event without using the path of the protesting farmers. 


- Significantly, on Oct 2, an amended notification (see below) was released in Lucknow 
according to which DCM Maurya shall not travel from Lucknow to Lakhimpur Kheri via 
a helicopter on October 3 anymore. He would be travelling by-road in a car. However, this 
was not informed to the farmers by the Uttar Pradesh police department who were aware 
of the protests that were to take place. 
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(In picture: The initial schedule of the Dangal event to be held on October 3; The amended 
schedule of the Dangal event on October 3 highlighting DCM Maurya’s change in travel plans — 


both documents signed on October 2. 
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October 3: 


- Due to the cordoning off of the Tikonia bypass, the farmers used the back route to reach 
the protest site on foot - parking their vehicles on the two ends of the road which was 
blocked for any vehicular traffic. 


9:30 AM: 


- A famers Facebook live begins. Repeated announcements were heard requesting farmers 
to keep the main road clear, and for there to be no obstruction for any emergency traffic. 
Farmers gathered in Takunia from Palia, Bhira, Bijua, Khajuria, and Sampurna Nagar. 
Ample police personnel were present on site, with the protestors visibly sitting and walking 
peacefully while only sloganeering and waving black flags. 


12:30 PM: 


- Gurnamjit Mangat, the local farm leader, announced entry to the ground in which the 
helipad was located. 


1:15 PM: 


- Tejinder Singh Virk, another senior farm leader, led the march, and the helipad was 
occupied by hundreds of protestors. A makeshift stage is made using a tractor trolley. 


- A local administration team comprising senior police officials arrived at the helipad ground 
to talk to the farmers. Farmers’ leaders informed the administration that they did not intend 
to vacate the ground, and determined to continue their peaceful black-flag protest there. 
The two sides negotiated and reached the following resolutions: 


a. The helicopter from Lucknow will not land on that helipad. DCM Maurya and 
other guests invited by Ajay Mishra Teni to his wrestling event will travel by car 
and reach the event via a different route. They will not enter Balvirpur via the route 
where farmers are protesting. 


b. The farmers will not leave the venue of the helipad, they will only protest in that 
area and not march to the venue where the minister and DCM were to speak. 
The total stretch of the road — barricaded from both sides — was about 500 metres 
where over 3000 farmers had assembled. The farmers agreed to not leave their 
protest venue or march to the wrestling event site. 
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c. The end time of both events — wrestling and protest — to be kept different to 
ensure that the two crowds do not meet anywhere and the possibility of any clash 
is avoided. 


It is to be kept in mind that throughout the negotiation, the police administration still did 
not inform the farm leaders of the amended travel notification that said DCM Maurya’s 
plan to land on that helipad changed a day back. He was traveling from Lucknow to 
Lakhimpur Kheri by road now. 


3:00 PM: 


The protest ended at around 3pm when the news came that the event of the minister had 
ended earlier and the dignitaries had all left. Farmers also began to leave, walking leisurely 
on the 500-metres stretch to reach the parking spots to collect their vehicles. According to 
eyewitnesses, there were over 200 police personnel present at the spot. 
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(In picture: A drawn map of the protest site at Tikonia) 


As the farmers were walking, suddenly 3 speeding cars - | Thar, 1 Fortuner and 1 Scorpio 
- raced from the back (Banvirpur-Tikonia road) and mowed down the protesters. Driving 
at break-neck speed, the cars - especially the first 2 - ran over everyone who were walking 
the path. Tejinder Sing Virk - who was leading the crowd - was also walking along with a 
journalist, Raman Kashyap walking side by side. 
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The first one to be fatally hit by the Thar was Nachhattar Singh, aged 62. 


As seen in videos and narrated by eyewitnesses, as the SUVs tried to escape after running 
over people, a private passenger bus - Gupta company — emerged from the opposite side of 
the narrow road unexpectedly, preventing an easy escape for the speeding cars. It is to be 
noted that the 500-metres stretch is narrow and elevated, and due to rains in the past few 
days, water was filled on the sides of the road. As the speeding escaping cars tried to avoid 
a head on collision, the speeding vehicles had to turn sideways, leading to the black 
Mahindra Thar SUV turning left and slipping - with people under its tires. 


However, moments after hitting the protesters and before slipping, two (unidentified) 
people were seen running out of that vehicle. The following black Fortuner speeding 
therefore steered to the right side to avoid head-on collision, and slipped through the side 
of the road. Videos show there were people under the tires of this second car as well. At 
this time, gunshots were heard and police was seen providing escape passage to the two 
who were trying to escape instead of catching them. 


The third vehicle, Scorpio was seen passing and stopping at the sight of the large number 
of protesters in front of it. The crowd did not harm the Scorpio and allowed it to pass. 
Videos show the Scorpio allowed to pass the bus slowly. The first two cars - which were 
slipped down from the elevated road were overturned to help and pull out the people under 
the tires. It is after the vehicles were overturned that they caught fire, according to the eye 
witnesses. 
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(In photo : the third car slowly passing the bus. The second is burning while over turning on the 
right side of the road) 


- 3of the people from the speeding convoys were injured in this accident. They were asked 
to confess on-camera by the farmers and they were handed over alive to the police, 
according to many eyewitnesses. There is a video of a police officer getting the statement 
of one of them on speaker. !! 


- The police force took no immediate action to either prevent the incident, catch the 
perpetrators or help the victims in getting medical aid. The incident resulted in 8 deaths of 
which 4 were farmers, 3 BJP workers, and | journalist. 


4 farmers: 
Nachhattar Singh (62) 
Daljit Singh (42) 


- !! On 17" October, Ajay Mishra Teni while visiting family of one dead BJP worker - 
Shyam Sunder Nishad - confirmed that Nishad was handed over to Police and is seen in a 
video walking. Teni held the police responsible for the death of Nishad. 
https://www.amarujala.com/uttar-pradesh/lakhimpur-kheri/tikunia-case-minister-teni- 
said-there-will-be-a-cbi-investigation-of-the-careless-police-administration-lakhimpur- 
news-bly4632043139 
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Gurvinder Singh (18) 
Lovepreet Singh (20) 


3 BJP workers: 
Shyam Sundar Nishad 
Hari Om Mishra 
Shubham Mishra 


1 journalist: 
Raman Kashyap 


Around 5:00 PM: 


Borders of Lakhimpur Kheri and Lucknow were sealed. Farmers, SKM leaders and 
representatives of political parties were prevented from entering the town. 


Complete internet shutdown across the district was imposed. (It was revoked only on Oct 
8). 


Section 144 (prohibiting the gathering of 4 or more people) of the Code of Criminal 
Procedure implemented across the district. 


Around 8 PM: 


The Sanyukt Kisan Morcha (SKM) called for a nationwide protest outside all District 
Magistrate offices on October 4. It further demanded an intensive probe into this incident 
by the Supreme Court judges, and not the Uttar Pradesh administration. 


Demand for immediate investigation and action against Ashish Mishra (aka Monu), son of 
Ajay Mishra Teni, was raised. 


Additional Director General of Police Prashant Kumar appointed to head the investigation. 
Post 8:30 PM: 


Ajay Mishra Teni is interviewed in media about the incident. His interviews were beamed 
on several channels where he is repeatedly heard talking about how it was actually the BJP 
workers who were thrashed and lynched with their cars pelted with stones, overturned and 
torched by the farmers. He briefly stated that they are also investigating the details of 
farmers’ death in the incident as well. ‘They were not even from our district’, he says at 
one point. Ajay Mishra goes on to say that his son, Ashish Mishra, was at their family-run 
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Dangal - wrestling event from 11 in the morning, and he would have been lynched had he 
been present at the accident spot amidst farmers. 


Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath called a meeting at his residence to discuss the incident. 
The Home department and police force were in attendance. 


Ashish Mishra is interviewed by ABP News wherein he says that the car was indeed his, 
and so was the driver Hari Om. While claiming that he was at the Dangal event 4- 
kilometres-away from the protest site all afternoon, he claimed that his car was sent to 
receive ‘important people’ - that being DCM Maurya that afternoon. 


Morning of October 4: 


Protests against the atrocities at Lakhimpur Kheri begin across 9 districts of the state - 
Banda, Chitrakoot, Mahoba, Hamirpur, Fatehpur, Jalaun, Lalitpur, Shahjahanpur, Pilibhit 
and Gorakhpur (Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath’s home district). 


Heavy deployment of Shastra Seema Bal (SSB) and Uttar Pradesh police in Tikunia, along 
with the imposition of Section 144 of the Code of Criminal Procedure in the district and 
complete internet shutdown. 


Ajay Mishra Teni addresses journalists at a press conference and begins by saying that 
there were many ‘anti-social’ and ‘anti-national’ elements disguised as farmers at the 
protest. He says in this press conference that it was their BJP workers who were actually 
‘lynched’ and he demands a compensation of Rs. 50 lacs to be given to their families by 
the government. Repeating the story of his son’s presence at the Dangal event since 11 AM 
on October 3 and the likelihood of farmers lynching his son in case he was seen at the 
protest spot, he says ‘I will resign from my post if a single proof emerges against my son 
being on the spot where the incident took place’. 


Lakhimpur was turned into a fortress overnight with internet services suspended and section 144 
imposed. It must be noted that Section 144 is being used routinely by Uttar Pradesh as a political 
tool without being communicated formally by the district authorities. The wholesale imposition of 


Section 144 indefinitely or for an unreasonably long period, as it happened in Lakhimpur for 3 
months! is a serious violation of citizens’ fundamental rights under Article 19(1) and Article 21 


of the Constitution of India. 


After the incident, Congress leader Priyanka Gandhi tried to come to Lakhimpur to meet the 
family members of the deceased farmers. She and her fellow party members, MP Deepender Singh 
Hooda, Ajay Prakash Lallu, were stopped and detained in Lucknow and stopped from proceeding 


i https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_To9kS3EI5c&ab_channel=CNN-News 18 
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to Lakhimpur. According to her she was told by the police that they could not let her proceed 
because section 144 of the IPC was in place.!? She was kept detained at a guest house in Sitapur 
and on October 5 she and 10 others were formally arrested under section 151 of the CrPC.'* 


On October 4, Chief Minister of Chattisgarh Bhupesh Baghel and Deputy Chief Minister of Punjab 
Sukhjinder S Randhawa flew to Lucknow to visit Lakhimpur. When they landed, Awanish 
Awasthi, Uttar Pradesh Additional Chief Secretary directed the Lucknow airport authorities to not 
let the leaders leave the airport! even though there were no such orders for Lucknow district. !° 


Haryana Bharatiya Kisan Union chief Gurnam Singh Chaduni was detained in Meerut to stop him 
from visiting the families.'’ Former UP CM Akhilesh Yadav was detained outside his house as he 
was leaving for Lakhimpur.'* Other leaders who were detained before they could even enter the 
district citing imposition of section 144 were Congress leader Navjot Singh Sidhu, Bahujan Samaj 
Party leader Satish Chandra Mishra and Bhim Army Chief Chandrashekhar Azad. People were 
allowed to enter the district to meet the families only on October 6. 


Trail of Lies 


When one reads the timeline of events of October 3 and the days preceding and post it intensively, 
it becomes almost impossible to not notice the loopholes and trail of misleading information. The 
lies perpetrated by the state and police administration not only prior to the peaceful black-flag 
protest organised by the farmers union, but also during and after the brutal incident becomes 
blatant. With Section 144 of the Code of Criminal Procedure imposed across the biggest district 
of Uttar Pradesh as well as the blocking off of its borders preventing other farmers, leaders, 
politicians and journalists were prevented from reaching the incident site immediately, it was not 
only a violation of people’s rights but also a dubious act by the administration. 


Considering the fact that the primary accused, Ashish Mishra a.k.a Monu gave a statement to the 
press that very evening, and his father, Ajay Mishra a.k.a. Teni Maharaj not only talked to the 
media that day but also hosted a press conference the very morning after, a certain narrative was 
rigorously pushed. A story presented was of ‘lynching of BJP workers’ instead of the barbaric 
killing of peaceful protestors. This incident was a plot. 


'3 https://twitter.com/priyankagandhi/status/14449992 16342855685 ?s=20 
14 https://indianexpress.com/article/cities/lucknow/lakhimpur-kheri-violence-after-24-hours-in-detention-priyanka- 


gandhi-arrested-7553568/ 
ie https://twitter.com/ANINewsUP/status/1444856623550193664 


i https://twitter.com/bhupeshbaghel/status/1445299824799064064 
My https://twitter.com/ANINewsUP/status/1445 121275572080645 
” https://www.indiatoday.in/india/story/akhilesh-yadav-detained-lakhimpur-kheri- 18604 14-202 1-10-04 
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The role of the police and the administration 


It would perhaps not be inaccurate to state that one of the biggest factors culminating in the 
massacre of farmers that occurred on the afternoon of October 3 was the lies actively told by the 
police administration to the farmers at the protest site. The protest was primarily organised to send 
a message to Deputy Chief Minister Keshav Prasad Maurya by preventing his landing in Tikonia, 
Lakhimpur Kheri, via his helicopter. However, what the farmers were not informed about was the 
amended notification released on October 2 that categorically mentioned his change of travel 
plans. He would not be coming to the helipad ground to begin with as he would be travelling to 
Lakhimpur Kheri from Lucknow by road. 


This fact was again intentionally undisclosed to the farmer leader Tejinder Singh Virk and the 
other farmers during their negotiation on the helipad field between 1:15 PM and 3:00 PM. 
According to Virk’s understanding, it was their negotiation with the police administration which 
changed DCM Maurya’s landing plan. Little did he know or was informed that he was never going 
to come there in the first place. The plan had changed on October 2. 


The strategy, failure and incompetency of the police administration was seen the most during those 
fleeting moments of the brutal violence in itself. The fact finding team could not ascertain at what 
time exactly the tightly barricaded and cordoned off 500-metre road on which farmers were 
walking was cleared to allow entry of the speeding cars on to the road. But the guess is that the 
barricading was removed after the farmers and police agreed at around 1:30 pm that the famers 
will not march in the city or to the venue of DCM event. 


As noted by eyewitnesses, there were more than 200 police personnel present on that narrow 
stretch of apx 500 meters, how did an act so brutal even occur and continue? It is evident not only 
by the testimonies of the eyewitnesses but also by the videos of the incident circulated on media 
that the police officers took no measures to control, let alone prevent, the violence. With no attempt 
to stop the cars, it did not even attempt to catch the two men seen getting off and running out of 
the first Mahindra Thar SUV before it slipped by the side of the road. Many who were present at 
the site recalled that the police officials were instead standing on the side, forming a shield-like 
barrier for the perpetrators to escape safely. 


The police were seen doing very little even after the hit-and-run incident. The force had no medical 
facilities for the injured victims, and neither did it attempt to provide medical assistance 
immediately. With the closest facility to the site being the ill-equipped Primary Health Center 
Tikunia, which barely had any services for a regular patient, let alone for a one that has been run 
over by speeding SUVs. While an ambulance did arrive sometime after, that time could cost the 
victims their lives. Farmers themselves began arranging for vehicles to take the bleeding bodies to 
medical centres and hospitals. Some local journalists also helped to move people to the hospitals. 
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(In picture (from left to right): the entry and the dilapidated Primary Health Center Tikunia; The site of the 
Primary Health Center surrounded by garbage and moss 


Many eyewitnesses told the team that of the BJP workers who were in the speeding vehicles and 
reported killed in the incident, were handed over to the police alive. This fact was later 
corroborated by Minister Mishra who on Oct 17, at a prayer meet for the BJP workers and the 
driver, the minister alleged that the police had allowed the protesting farmers to take over a road. 
He alleged that Shyam Sundar Nishad, one of the workers, “was alive with police and had reached 
an ambulance but he was dragged out and killed,” the minister said, according to the newspaper. 
“The guilty cops will not be spared and the government will conduct a probe against them. The 
government has given a free hand to the investigating agency.” ! The role of the police is under 
scanner even by the state minister! 


!9 https://scroll.in/latest/1007962/minister-ajay-mishra-whose-son-is-an-accused-in-lakhimpur-kheri- 
case-blames-police-for-violence. 
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Similarily, the death of Hari Om Mishra and naming him as an accused in the FIR by the police 
also raises question, as reported in the press, about the intention and a bigger plot to save Ashish 
Mishra from serious charges. 7° 


The Story of the SUV sent to receive DCM Maurya 


Despite the amended notification released on October 2, the accused - mainly Ajay Mishra Teni 
and Ashish Mishra - have maintained their narrative. They have repeatedly said that the cars were 
sent to the helipad ground to receive Deputy Chief Minister Maurya for the Dangal event. In the 
telephonic interview given by Ashish Mishra Monu - who was seen running out of one of the first 
two cars after the violence, according to eyewitnesses - he claimed that while he was at the Dangal 
event all afternoon, his car was sent to receive ‘important people’ for the event. The event for 
which DCM Maurya was the supposed Chief Guest. 


Furthermore, his father, Ajay Mishra Teni went ahead to justify the presence of his son’s car at the 
site of the incident - and the one perpetrating the violence - with the same reason at the press 
conference he spoke at on the morning of October 4. He categorically stated that the SUV was sent 
to receive the DCM from the helipad ground. 


In this case, the question that needs to be distinctly raised to the father-son duo is if the DCM was 
never planning to use his helicopter to Lakhimpur Kheri, how do they claim that the cars were 
being sent to receive him? 


Who is Ajay Mishra Teni? 


After farmers protested by showing black flags to the newly inducted Minister of State for Home 
in the Narendra Modi government Ajay Mishra on 25 September 2021, he issued a stern warning 
which went viral on media. He said, “Face me, it will take just two minutes to discipline you 
fellows. If I had alighted from my vehicle, they (farmers) would not have been able to even flee... 
people here are familiar with my history. 1 am not only a minister or MP and MLA...People who 
know me even before I became a Parliamentarian know that I never run away from taking a 


20 https://www.bhaskar.com/local/uttar-pradesh/lakhimpur-kheri/news/the-deceased-is-the-only- 


accused-in- the-lakhimpur-violence-son-of-minister-ajay-mishra-and-three-dead-made-accused- 
expert-said-script-to- save-ashish-mishra-started-being-written-along-with-the-fir- 
129003 147.html 
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challenge. If I decide to show them my true power, they will have to not only leave their village 
but also the district.””! 


So what is Ajay Kumar Mishra’s history? Ajay Kumar Mishra popularly known as Teni Maharaj 
in the area, was born and brought up in Banbirpur village in Nighasan tehsil of Lakhimpur district. 
He owns swathes of farming and non-farming land in the area. As per his election affidavit, his 
assets add up to 1,93,98,293.81 INR and his wife’s assets add up to 45,17,162 INR. His agriculture, 
non-agriculture, commercial and non-commercial properties are worth 1,20,00,000 INR while 
wife owns properties worth 93,80,000 INR.*? The family has always held an influential position 
among the village community, his father Ambika Mishra, was the village pradhan and remembered 
for opening the first rice mill in the area. 


According to reports, everyone is aware of Teni’s murky past but nobody ever speaks out against 
him. His very entry in electoral politics was marked with his involvement in a murder case. During 
the Zilla Panchayat elections in 2000, a youth Samajwadi Party leader Prabhat Gupta was 
contesting against Teni. Gupta’s brother, Rajeev Gupta alleges that on the evening of 8 July 2000, 
Teni and two others shot his brother Prabhat dead while he was coming out of his house. The 
bullets were fired from a close range — one at the temple and another between the chest and 
abdomen — and Gupta died on the spot. Rajeev Gupta got an FIR registered against Teni but he 
was never arrested. When Rajeev Gipta petitioned the High Court to order Teni’s arrest, Teni 
surrendered before the magistrate, he claimed ill- health and requested that he be sent to the 
hospital. He was sent to the hospital and he was granted bail by the court the next day. Till date, 
he has not spent a single night in a lock up despite being the prime accused in a murder case. Later 
in March 2004, Teni and three others named in the case were acquitted of all charges.”? It is alleged 
that the judge gave the acquittal order a day before his retirement. 


Rajeev Gupta’s appeal against the acquittal judgment is pending in Allahabad High Court. 
Significantly, the investigating officer of this case had written about the power that Teni commands 
in the region because of his proximity to the then MLA and others in the Bhartiya Janata Party. 
The investigating officer wrote that no one in the village could gather the courage to testify against 
him because everyone fears him. He further stated that according to his sources Ajay Mishra is 
also involved in smuggling activities at the Nepal border and his family has amassed a lot of 
wealth.*4 As per some reports because of the sensational nature of the case, the then Prime Minister 


al https://www.tribuneindia.com/news/nation/purported-video-of-mos-ajay-kumar-mishra-surfaced-on-social- 
media-ahead-of-lakhimpur-violence-320038 


22 https://affidavit.eci.gov.in/show-profile/MTA30TQ=/MQ==/MQ==/MQ==/UEM= 
23 Need more information on (1) CB-CID’s investigation of the murder (2) Retiring of the ADJ who acquitted him 


ae https://www.bhaskar.com/db-original/news/who-was-teni-before-becoming-minister-mp-mla-murder-trial- 
smuggling-charges-and-the-empire-of-fear-129005606.html 
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Atal Bihari Vajpayee wrote to BJP government in UP to ensure that a fair investigation is 
conducted in the case, but given the hold of Teni in the region, even that did not help.» 


There have been various instances of rioting, assault and criminal intimidation with Teni’s 
involvement. In at least one such instance an FIR was registered. However it was not followed up 
or investigated by the police.”° Other allegations against Teni include abduction and beating up of 
a Sikh man and parading him naked in the village.?’ People in Tikonia have also alleged that the 
Mishra family was associated with illegal smuggling of the Khair tree, sandalwood and 
foodgrains.® In a recent interview he said that the police opened his history sheet out of malice 
but couldn’t do much since he was innocent.”? 


Ajay Mishra derives his clout from his strong hold over the village social order. He holds a ‘Janta 
Durbar’ at his residence every day. The gates of his house open at 7AM and people come to him 
with property, marital and other disputes cases. He listens to the cases and pronounces a verdict 
which is accepted without question. Some of the village people said that they were happy with his 
decisions because they don’t have to visit police stations. Once Teni became a union minister, he 
continued holding the durbar*° but his son Ashish started presiding over it in Teni’s absence.*! 


Ajay Mishra started his political career in early 2000s by winning the election for Zila Panchayat 
member in 2005. In 2009 he contested the Vidhan Sabha elections from Nighasan constituency on 
a BJP ticket but secured fourth place. In 2012, Mishra won the seat and in 2014 and 2019 he 
contested and became Member of Parliament from Kheri Lok Sabha constituency. In the cabinet 
reshuffle and expansion of July 2021 Teni was made the Minister of State for Home. 


Ashish Mishra’s arrest and after 


A First Information Report 219/2021 was registered against Ashish Mishra Monu and ‘15-20 
unknown persons’ a day after the October 3 incident at the Tikunia police station.*? The FIR 
included sections 302 for murder, 304-A for causing death due to reckless driving, 120-B for 
criminal conspiracy and 147 for rioting, 148 for rioting while armed with deadly weapons, 149 for 


a https://www.bhaskar.com/db-original/news/who-was-teni-before-becoming-minister-mp-mla-murder-trial- 
smuggling-charges-and-the-empire-of-fear- 129005606.html 

26 https://affidavit.eci.gov.in/show-profile/MTA3O0TQ=/MQ==/MQ==/MQ==/UEME ; 
https://myneta.info/up2012/candidate.php?candidate_id=2003 

a https://www.newslaundry.com/2021/10/1 1Aakhimpur-banveerpurs-hindu-muslim-and-sikh-communities-have- 
very-different-stories-on-ajay-mishra 


ss https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/ajay-kumar-mishra-father-son-and-a-protest/article37028784.ece 
a https://www.indiatoday.in/india-today-insight/story/ashish-is-innocent-the-bjp-s-support-base-has-increased- 
after-the-tikunia-incident-ajay-mishra-1863886-202 1-10-12 

a0 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A yKu8rdicB8&ab_channel=A1TVNEWS 

31 https://www.bhaskar.com/db-original/news/who-was-teni-before-becoming-minister-mp-mla-murder-trial- 


smuggling-charges-and-the-empire-of-fear-129005606.html 
ae https://www.livelaw.in/pdf_upload/fir-ashish-mishra-401956.pdf 
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being a member of an unlawful assembly, 279 for rash driving, 338 for causing grievous hurt to 
any person by doing any act so rashly or negligently as to endanger human life along with other 
penal provisions. The complaint also said that the incident was a premeditated conspiracy of MoS 
Ajay Mishra Teni and his son Ashish Mishra. However, there were no immediate arrests made by 
the police. 


On October 6, the Supreme Court of India took cognizance of the PILs filed to ensure fair 
investigation of the incident and listed the matter to be heard by a bench comprising Chief Justice 
NV Ramanna, Justice Hima Kohli and Justice Surya Kant. On October 7, the bench asked the 
Advocate General appearing for the state of Uttar Pradesh to file status report on the investigation 
undertaken till then. Meanwhile the state government announced that it would be setting up a 
Special Investigation Team and a judicial commission under retired Allahabad High Court judge 
Justice Pradeep Kumar Srivastava to probe into the matter.*? 


During the hearing on October 8, the Supreme Court expressed its dissatisfaction at the report filed 
by the State. The lawyers representing the government said that they had summoned Ashish Mishra 
for questioning and the Bench asked them why he was being summoned instead of being arrested. ** 


Ashish Mishra was finally arrested on October 9 after he was questioned for 12 hours by the SIT. 
Along with him, two other persons, Ashish Pandey and Luvkush were also arrested. After his 
arrest he was first remanded to police custody on October 11 with the remand period starting on 
October 12 and ending on October 15. He was denied bail on October 13 by the Chief Judicial 
Magistrate and on the same day Ashish’s friend Ankit Das and Ankit’s bodyguard Latif and his 
driver Shekhar Bharti were arrested. According to reports, Ashish Mishra was not able to explain 
several points about his whereabouts during the incident. Witnesses told the police that he was 
missing from the event he said he was at between 2 and 4 pm, his phone location showed him 
closer to the crime scene, and the driver of the SUV that rammed the farmers did not appear to 
match the description made by him.* 


On October 18, the Crime Branch arrested Sumit Jaiswal, Nandan Singh Bisht, Satya Prakash 
Tripathi and Shishupal. Sumit Jaiswal is also the complainant for the cross FIR that was also 
registered on October 4 against ‘unknown miscreants’ with the claim that the three cars were on 
their way to receive the chief guest for the wrestling match, Deputy Chief Minister Keshav Prasad 
Maurya, when the protesting farmers stopped the vehicles and attacked them. A licensed revolver 


= https://www.firstpost.com/india/lakhimpur-kheri-violence-yogi-adityanath-says-no-action-will-be-taken-under- 
pressure-or-without-evidence- 10037741 .html 


ve https://www.livelaw.in/top-stories/lakhimpur-kheri-supreme-court-ajay-mishra-asish-mishra-uttra-pradesh-cji- 
ramana-183393 

= https://www.ndtv.com/india-news/lakhimpur-kheri-case-ashish-mishra-arrested-evasive-answers-say-cops- 
2570084 
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was recovered from Satya Prakash.*° Later it was reported by the Hindustan Times that a rifle, a 
repeater gun and a pistol were recovered from Ashish Mishra, Ankit Das and Latif.*” Mohit 
Trivedi, Ranku Rana and Dharmendra were arrested on October 23.7* MoS Ajay Mishra Teni has 
not been interrogated nor made an accused under section 120B of this FIR yet. 


On October 24, two weeks after his arrest, Ashish Mishra, was shifted to a government hospital 
from the district jail on showing dengue symptoms, although the dengue report was yet to come.*? 
He was sent back to jail from the hospital after his health improved on October 26.*° 


Sessions Court rejected his bail plea again on November 15. Ashish’s lawyer’s contention has been 
that he was never present at the scene of crime on the Tikunia — Banvirpur road as he was in his 
village attending the wrestling event. 


On October 20 the Supreme Court told the State that it got the impression that police was dragging 
its feet in the investigation. They asked the state lawyers why statements of only 4 witnesses were 
taken under section 164 CrPC when there are a total of 44 witnesses.*! They also asked senior 
advocate Harish Salve why the status report was presented in a sealed cover when he was not asked 
to do so by the Bench. 


Significantly, on November 15, the Supreme Court said that it did not have faith in the SIT set by 
the state government since it did not have any senior police officers and asked the government to 
name IPS officers of UP cadre who were not natives of the state. It also said that they will give the 
name of a retired High Court or Supreme Court judge to monitor the probe.*? On November 17, 
they appointed Justice Rakesh Kumar Jain, former Judge of the Punjab and Haryana High Court, 
and Mr SB Shirodkar, Mr Deepinder Singh and Padmaja Chauhan, these three police officers will 
be there in SIT in the reconstituted SIT. The Court in its order said, 


"This Court is equally concerned about guaranteeing an impartial, fair, just and thorough 
investigation into the incident which has resulted in such a tragic loss of lives of protesters as well 
as some other persons. Earlier hereto, we have expressed our disapproval on the slow pace, 


a0 https://www.thequint.com/news/india/lakhimpur-unrest-police-search-on-for-4-accused-including-bjps-sumit- 
jaiswal#read-more 


a https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/weapons-of-three-accused-were-used-during-lakhimpur-kheri- 
violence-101636522938826.html 


me https://www.telegraphindia.com/india/three-more-arrested-in-lakhimpur-kheri-violence-case/cid/1835640 


= https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/lakhimpur-kheri-case-key-accused-ashish-mishra-tested-for-dengue- 
hospitalised-101635040680446.html 

si https://www.ndtv.com/india-news/lakhimpur-kheri-case-main-accused-ashish-mishra-shifted-back-to-jail-from- 
hospital-2588962 

= https://www.livelaw.in/top-stories/lakhimpur-kheri-case-we-get-the-impression-that-you-are-drag ging-your-feet- 
supreme-court-tells-up-govt-183943?from-login=1 1404 


“2 https://www.livelaw.in/top-stories/lakhimpur-kheri-supreme-court-retired-hc-judge-to-monitor-up-govt-harish- 
salve- 185547 
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manner and outcome of the investigation conducted so far, as well as the composition of the SIT 
charged with investigating the matter. While investigating such offences, justice must not only be 
done, but also be seen and perceived to be done. We thus deem it appropriate to re-constitute the 
SIT hereinafter to preserve the faith and trust of people in the Criminal Administration of the 
Justice System.” 

The fact-finding team met several eyewitnesses who had also recorded their statements under 
Section 164 of the CrPC. They alleged that Ashish Mishra Monu was present in the Thar jeep. 
More than one person when asked what the first thing they heard after the jeep ran over the farmers, 
they said they heard: “Monu ne darad ditte (Monu trampled the farmers)”; “Teni de munde ne 
gaddi chada ditti (Teni’s son mowed down people)”. 


Another eyewitness alleged that minister’s son Ashish tried to flee after his vehicle was overturned. 
He crossed the road towards a group of policemen who provided a cover and facilitated his escape 
into the sugarcane fields. He also alleged that Monu had a weapon, and he was continuously firing 
in the air to keep farmers away. 


The team also learnt that Monu was shifted to the hospital to facilitate a Mishra family reunion on 
Karwa Chauth festival which fell on October 24. Local people talked about Mishra family’s 
tremendous clout and their capacity to manipulate the system to their advantage. 


A Submission by the Special Investigation Team (SIT) 


In a significant development, the SIT in a submission to the sessions court dated December 14, 
2021, said that the violence in Lakhimpur-Kheri was not an act of negligence but was carried out 
as a result of a premeditated conspiracy to kill the protestors. The SIT also submitted before the 
sessions court that sections invoked in the FIR against Ashish Mishra and other accused persons 
be modified. It asked for Sections 307 (attempt to murder), 326 (causing hurt with dangerous 
weapon), 34 (acts done by se several persons in furtherance of common intention), and 3/25 Arms 
Act to be included, while have prayed before the Court that Sections 304A (culpable homicide not 
amounting to murder), 279 (negligent driving), and 338 (causing grievous hurt) be removed. The 
SIT retained IPC sections 302 (murder), 147 (rioting), 148 (rioting, armed with a deadly weapon), 
149 (every member of unlawful assembly guilty of offence committed in prosecution of common 
object) and 120B (criminal conspiracy). 


ss https://www.livelaw.in/top-stories/lakhimpur-kheri-case-supreme-court-appoints-justice-rk-jain-ph-hc-judge-to- 
monitor-investigation- 185710 
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(In picture: The submission to the Sessions Court by the Special Investigation Team) 


Visits with families of the famers killed in the incident 


The team visited the families of Raman Kashyap, Lovepreet Singh, Nachattar Singh, Daljit Singh, 
Gurvinder Singh. 


Raman Kashyap worked for Sadhna News. He had joined Sadhna nearly five months ago but 
the family did not find a formal letter of appointment. 


Raman’s wife recalled that on the day of the incident, he left home at around 1PM to cover the 
farm protest. They learnt about the incident and killings from TV news and started calling Raman 
on his mobile. When he did not answer they tried his friends’ numbers but they did not get any 
information. Raman’s brother, Pawan, was in Nainital. He learnt about the incident at around 5pm 
from WhatsApp messages and called his brother but his phone was switched off. He called his 
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father and then put Raman’s photo on WhatsApp with an appeal for information. He returned the 
same night and the family started looking for Raman. At 3:00AM on Oct 4, they received a call 
on behalf of the SHO that they should come to the mortuary. 


They identified Raman’s dead body. His body was badly lacerated as if he had been dragged on a 
rough surface. His clothes were torn, there was a head injury, and a mark of fresh blood. The 
family firmly believes that he did not get medical attention, was left to die and the police instead 
of taking him to the hospital, sent the body to the mortuary. 


The family told the team that once the post mortem was over and the family received the body, 
they started receiving messages that they should say that Raman was not mowed by the car but 
was lynched by the farmers. Raman’s father declined to do so. The family received several 
messages and they were under tremendous pressure. However, they did not yield. “How could I 
lie when I saw my son’s body with my own eyes which showed the signs of being crushed under 
the wheels”, said the father. The family was under heavy stress due to this pressure. They were 
also offered a very big sum of money it was alleged by some local people who spoke to us at the 
family home. 


(In picture: Raman’s picture with garland at his house) 
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A few days after the incident, some Hindutva outfits took out processions in the town to protest 
the death of the three BJP workers. They also carried Raman’s picture in an attempt to show that 
equal number of Hindus were killed by the farmers. However, Raman’s family asked them to stop 
using their son’s picture. They insisted that Raman was also a farmer who was mowed down by 
the car which belonged to Ajay Mishra’s family. 


Raman’s father is a small farmer and like all small farmers he has a debt of about four lakhs. “There 
is no farmer who does not have an outstanding loan”, the father was very stoic. 


Lovepreet’s family was still in shock when we visited them almost 25 days after the incident. His 
father, Satnam Singh, sat there without speaking, only shook his head occasionally, perhaps in 
disbelief as his world had been turned upside down. Lovepreet was their only son, we learnt, and 
they had hopes of sending him abroad. His mother was inconsolable. He would have survived if 
he had received medical attention in the area, the family said. His friends took him to community 
health centre (CHC) in Nighasan tehsil where he was alive but in excruciating pain,” Singh said. 
He died on way to the hospital in Lakhimpur, which was two hours away. 


Lovepreet’s grandfather led the conversation. He told us that their standing paddy crop was ruined 
by the ill-timed rains in October. The state government announced a compensation of 2500/acre 
which will bring them ten thousand rupees for their 4 acre farm, but it will not cover even their 
labour cost for clearing the farms of the rotting crop. As he described the travails of a small farmer, 
his countless losses, we saw the Kisan Union flag flying atop their house. 


(In picture: Lovepreet Singh’s picture at his house) 
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Nachhattar Singh another small farmer left early in the day to reach the spot where farmers were 
gathering to protest. ‘This is the least we can do’, he had told his wife regretting the fact that he 
could not go to the Delhi borders as he was the only farming hand in the family. When the family 
heard about the massacre, and that he was injured and taken to the hospital in Lakhimpur from a 
relative who was present there, they immediately left for the hospital only to find his dead body. 
He was alive when he was brought to the hospital, as eyewitnesses told us but never received the 
treatment and succumbed. 


When the family saw him in the hospital, they noticed that he had a different turban. They realised 
that somebody had covered his head. When he was hit by Thar with a heavy force, he went flying 
through the air, his turban flew off, his son found it on the massacre spot two days later, hung on 
a tree. 


The family said they had visitors from almost all major political parties and leaders from UP and 
Punjab except the ruling BJP. They acknowledged the support they received from their Muslim 
neighbours and regretted the communal statements being made against the Sikhs or other 
minorities. They emphasized that in their village, they were all kisans — Sikhs, Muslims — and they 
lived in harmony. 


(In picture: Nachhattar Singh’s picture at his house) 
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Daljeet Singh was a supporter of the farmer movement and had been participating in local level 
meetings organised by the SKM. He had also been to the Gazipur border. A marginal farmer with 
about 2 acres of his own land, he used to take more land on contract to farm. His family was 
originally from Lyallpur in West Punjab. After partition of 1947, they first came to Karnal and 
later settled in this region moving homes a couple of times from Moradabad to Terai. His 14 year 
old son studies in the village school and his daughter is pursuing nursing degree in Lucknow. His 
brother Jagjit Singh told the team that the area doesn’t have a mandi and the farmers are forced to 
sell paddy for anything between 1100 to 1300 per quintal when the MSP is over 1900. Farmers 
are under tremendous stress and that is why support to the movement has been overwhelming. 
“Punjabis in the Terai region have been supporting the farmer movement but the non-Punjabi 
farmers have also been supporting the movement wholeheartedly. On October 3, there were not 
more than 5 motorcycles of Punjabi farmers, but there were over 200 motorcycles of the non- 
Punjabi local farmers who went to Tikunia to protest at the Deputy CM visit,” Jagjit Singh said. 
Daljeet Singh’s son was also with him at the protest and when he was crushed under the tyres of 
the killer vehicle, his son saw his father succumb to his injuries. 


At his home, Daljeet Singh’s outer rooms were occupied by a big police force. They were 
allegedly there to give protection to the family, but they were keeping an eye on the visitors coming 
to meet the family. The Fact-Finding team had a terse exchange with the police force when they 
tried to stop and asked unnecessary questions. 


(In picture: Daljeet Singh’s picture at his house before he left for the protest ) 
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Gurvinder Singh, the 18 year old mild mannered young man of Navi Nagar Moharniya, Nanpara, 
lived in a small cottage about 600 meters away from the main family house. He didn’t speak very 
much but was deeply perceptive and had deep sympathies with the Kisan movement. His 
grandfather came to this region in 1973 and bought 8 acres of land in this village where they are 
the only Punjabi family. Young Gurvinder was highly spiritual, his family said, but he was very 
hurt by the statement of Minister Ajay Mishra ‘Teni’ that he would discipline the farmers in 2 
minutes. So he decided to go to the protest. Gurvinder was walking with Tejinder Singh Virk 
when the cars hit them. 


Several members of the community told the Fact Finding team that Gurvinder tried to overpower 
Monu Mishra and he was hit in the head by a bullet which Monu fired from his weapon. There 
were photos showing a deep would in his head, the family mentioned it as well and while the FSL 
report officially states that bullets were fired from his weapon, the two post mortems of Gurvinder 
did not confirm the bullet injury. 


(In picture: Photograph of an 18-year-old Gurvinder Singh) 
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Conclusion 


The Fact Finding team concludes - 


1. The incident of October 3 can be understood and investigated comprehensively only 
if the timeline of the incident is constructed from September 2021 and the context of land 
relations and the concerted attempts to communally divide the citizens is foregrounded in 
the investigation. 


2. The role of police is found to be reprehensible. The police sided with the offenders, 
facilitated their entry and escape from the scene of the crime, and the police is found to be 
peddling lies. 


3. This team uncovered a series of lies and misinformation that is perpetrated by the State 
and police administration prior to the peaceful black flag protest, during the protest and 
after the brutal incident. 


4. Itis also clear from the family testimonies that the poor state infrastructure and health 
services cost lives. If there were proper hospital facilities available in the area, at least a 
few more lives could have been saved. It was the responsibility of the local elected 
representative to develop such facilities in the area but Ajay Mishra Teni failed miserably 
in his role. 


5. Families of victims and others in the area report that there is an atmosphere of fear 
prevailing in the area. 


6. The arbitrary use of Section 144 and stopping the movement of people, farm leaders, 
press and representatives of political parties from reaching out to families work to the 
advantage of the culprits. This practice must be challenged and the arbitrary restrictions 
on assembly and movement must stop. 


7. Crowd control protocol mandates that Police have arrangements to provide first aid 
and training to efficiently transport injured for medical treatment. The police failed to assist 
in providing timely medical treatment. 


8. Termination of Deputy CM’s programme to land in Tikunia for the Banvirpur event 
was known one day before the incident happened. By keeping this information away from 
the farmers, the police and local administration contributed to letting the tension build in 
the area. 
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9. Shyam Sundar Nishad, one of the BJP workers, was alive with police and had reached 
an ambulance according to eyewitnesses. Later he was found dead. How does the police 
explain his death? Only an impartial investigation can help to bring out the truth. 


10. The way protesters were confined in a narrow stretch of less than 500 meters through 
barricading and negotiated agreement that they will not leave that space, made them an 
easy prey for the speeding vehicles which entered the stretch and mowed down the farmers. 
The precision with which this happened point to pre-planning. 


The Fact Finding team demands 


The team demands an impartial probe and strict action against the guilty which is only possible if 


the minister is removed from his position. The team highlights particularly the following facts 


1. 


Ajay Mishra Teni’s past and the unconditional power he enjoys in the current regime 
creates very fertile ground for the investigation to be tempered, manipulated in his favour 
and subverted to his and his party’s advantage. 


For fair investigation to happen, Ajay Mishra Teni must be divested of his ministerial 
position and the 120 CrPC complaint against him must be pursued. 


The impunity of the state must be challenged through a due process for which it is important 
that a free and impartial inquiry happens. To make it happen, Ajay Mishra must be removed 
from his position. 


Those responsible for perpetuating an atmosphere of fear through their public and private 
actions must be identified and punished as per law. 


The role of police must be thoroughly investigated around the entry and escape of the 
criminals from the scene of crime. 


The police must be held to account for permitting possession of legal weapons by those 
who have a criminal history. 


The official investigation should bring under enquiry the factors that led to this gory 
incident and must identify the actors responsible so that such crimes are not repeated in the 
future. This entails investigating the use of communal politics by the political elite; the 
role of hate speech; political intimidation and, the consequences of not divesting of their 
power of the those who can influence the inquiry. 


The practice of internet shutdown which the present regime is using with impunity must 


be called out. It works to silence the victims and allows the perpetrators to build their 
narrative in the public. This practice must be challenged. 
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9. The arbitrary use of Section 144 and stopping the movement of people, press and political 
actors needs immediate scrutiny from the executive and the judiciary. This practice must 
be challenged and the arbitrary restrictions on assembly and movement must stop. 


10. Immediate steps must be initiated to address the shortcomings in the poor state 
infrastructure and health services that cost lives. 


11. The state must protect all witnesses and allow them to depose and live lives without fear. 
It must protect the witnesses from pressure and intimidation from the powerful. 


12. The truth about Shyam Sundar Nishad and other BJP workers’ death must be probed 
impartially so that the guilty don’t go scot free and the incident is not blamed on the dead 
to save the powerful accused. 
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